
 

 

The SACE Board last week   
released their response to the 
SACE First Year Evaluation 
Report, which was published 
in July. 
 
During the evaluation, there was 
overwhelming feedback insisting 
that the controversial Research 
Project should be either 
scrapped entirely, made optional, 
or moved to Stage 1 (Year 11) - 
from students, parents, teachers 
and education experts alike. 
 
However, the SACE Board has 
decided it will remain, as is. Not 
only that, but the Government 
also says students should pick 
up an additional subject.  
 
Education Minister Grace       
Portolesi apparently intends to 
offer incentives to students to 
study a fifth year 12 subject.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She is also encouraging the 

state’s universities to increase 
entry requirements in order to      
push more students to take up 
the fifth subject option. 
 
One Principal pointed out in the 
media that the response has 
failed to address the issue of  
falling numbers of students     
studying languages other than 
English and humanities subjects. 
 
This problem is likely to be       
intensified by the introduction of 
a ‘preparatory’ subject in Year 
11. ‘Research Skills’ will not be 
compulsory but is intended to 
help students prepare for their 
Research Project in year 12. 
 
So what will students have to 
give up to fit these subjects in to 
their studies? 
 
 

 
What did SAASSO say? 
 
 
In response to the SACE        
Strategic Plan in 2011, SAASSO 
stated ; 
 
“Students have suggested    
dropping the research project, or 
making it optional in favour of an 
additional subject. There is merit 
in this. Parents have suggested 
dropping or scaling back this  
project in favour of a basic skill 
program. “ 
 
 
In The Advertiser on April 3, 
SAASSO Director David Knuckey 
quoted; 
 
“(Parents) are looking at their 
children, concerned about their 
skills, seeing them do less     
subjects and instead, like one 
student, doing a project on their 
favourite guitarist....” 
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What Does This Mean For Students? 
 
Not a lot. There will be no changes introduced for students in 2013. 
 
In 2014, revised Research Project options and the new ‘Research Skills’ 
subject will be introduced. 
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