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|NTRODUCTION '

The most Important school -based factor in improving. outcomes for students is the quality of their
teachers. The National Professional Standards for Teachers. (the Standards) describe what teachers
should know and-be able to do at four levels of professional expertise: Graduate, Proficient, Highly '
- Accomplished and Lead Teacher. The Standards make- explicit, for those- within and outside the
_profession, the knowledge, sk||ls and dlSpOS|t|0nS requ|red of teachers at each Ievel

v ‘Teacher quality is linked to contlnual professmnal learning and its appllcatlon to teachmg practlce
These Standards prowde a ba5|s for pIannlng professwnal Iearnmg that W||| increase teacher capauty
over time. o : : : o N

. The Standards allgn with the Melbourne Dec/aratlon on Educatlonal Goals for Young Austrahans and _
provide a platform for strategic action on teaching and learning policy at the national and state level.
They enable’ teachers to -reflect’ on- their effectlveness, identlfy professronal Iearnlng needs. and
determine career pathways. o

‘The Standards were developed through ‘mapping and anaIVSIs of standards for teachers and- school o
‘leaders in use by teacher registration and accreditation authorities, employers and professronal

associations in Australia®. The process ‘ihvolved -extensive consultation with the profession and :all-
, jurlsdlctlons The Standards also reference the Charter for-the Australian Teaching Profession;. Wthh .
was developed by Teachlng Australla after extensive’ natlonal consultatlon (refer Appendlx 1).

PURPOSE

The Standards describe what is reqwred of teachers at four Ievels - Graduate, Prof|C|ent Highly
,Accompllshed and Lead - and support: the collective respon5|b|I1ty of the profe55|on ‘to ensure-that
those who teach have the essential knowledge and skills.. By publicly articulating what is required of .
_teachers at each level, they support |mproved access to quallty teachmg for aIl Australlan students

~ Grounded in research and knowledge of successful practice, the Standards provnde a continuum of“
" capabilities and expectations for teachers and affirm that teaching is: a profession that supports,
‘promotes and fosters: learning. - They encourage . teachers -to identify and .engage: in professional
“activities throughout their career that help them meet hlgh professmnal standards and to focus thelr
efforts on enhancing their students’ learning. - - c :

" This is a new national ‘set. of Standards which ‘provides a structure within ‘Which professional
associations can align their descriptions of teaching practice. ‘It is expected that existing teaching
standards, as well as future work in this area, will complement the capabllltles described in these
National Standards and provide further ‘explication of what the’ standards look like. for: teachers
worklng in different teaching contexts, phases of schoohng and various- d|SC|pI|nes

‘The Standards provide a common. language for professmnal dialogue between teachers, teacher
aducators, teacher organisations, professnonal associations and the public. They make explicit the
skills; knowledge and practice for effective ‘educators and capture key-elements of teachers’ work,
reflecting their current and. growmg expertlse, professmnal asplratlons and achievements.

The Standards establlsh the baS|s upon WhICh to bu1|d a rigorous, professwn~wrde approach to
|dent|fy|ng Graduate, Proﬁcrent nghly Accompllshed and Lead Teachers They prowde a transparent

1..

ACER- (2009) Phase 1 Mapplng Report An Analysis and ‘Review -of State and Terr/tory Standards for
competent Accomplrshed and Leadmg Teachers and School Leaders.

ACER (2008). Mapping of the Common Substance of Graduate Teacher Standards Developed and
Implemented by ATRA- Members- Against: the MCEETYA. Framework for Standards - Development of
Graduate Teacher Standards Australla




objective, nationally consistent basis for the accreditation of pre-service teacher education courses,
initial teacher registration, and performance: appraisal and professional accreditation of teachers at

“higher levels of professional expertise during their career, as well as a nationally recognlsed and
portable certification which will facilitate greater teacher moblllty

Orgamsatlon

The Standards are organlsed into three domams professnonal knowledge, professional practice and
professmnal engagement. ‘Within the domains, standards identify the-main components of what
teachers'know and can do. Descriptors elaborate on what the standards mean at each level of -

. professional capability.

Domains

PROFESSIONAL KNOWLEDGE " PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE PROFESSl@NAL ENGAGEMENT
NEREIRS
- 1, Know their students and .3. Plan for and implement -~ . | 6..Engage in professional
~ howtheylearn =~ effective teaching and learning - 'Iearning and ‘reﬂe'ct'ion '
2. Know the content and how .4, Create and maintain safe, 17 Contrlbute to-the school and
~ toteachit _ _ and support_ive learning professronal community
environments = : : :
5. Assess, provide feedback
and report on student Iearnlng .

Descriptors

Refer to standard at each |eve| of proflmency

Table 1 Orgamsatlon of the Profess:onal Teachmg Standards




Domams of Teachmg

‘Teachers, demonstrate standards across three domalns that are lnterconnected mterdependent and
overlapplng In practlce, teaching actlwty draws on aspects of aII three domalns

ProfessiOnaI'Knowledge

‘Teachers draw on a body of professional kriowledge to respond to'changing educational contexts and
individual needs of students. Teachers know their students well, including the diverse social, cultural, .
ethnlc, religlous and specral Iearmng needs that influence teachmg and Iearmng They know and value
the importance of establishing close links betweer the school, ‘home and community. Teachers know
the characteristics of the physical, intellectual and emotional stages of development of students

Teachers. have knowledge and understandmg of the fundamental ldeas, prmcrples, and structure of
'thelr subject/dlsuplme and make Imks to other contentareas.

They know ‘effective pedagogles for teachlng that content and understand how lCT can support and
‘enhance student’ |ea rning. .

' Professronal Practlce

Teachers create a cllmate where Iearnlng is vaIued They mamtaln safe, engagmg and chaIIengmg
environments for students. They operate effectively at all stages of the teaching and learning cycle,
including: planning for learning and-assessment; developing:learning-programs, teaching, assessing,
providing feedback on student learning and reportlng to parents/careglvers They use a range of
teaching strategies and resources to maximise: learning outcomes for their students. ‘

" Teachers analyse student performance and use it to evaluate and improve their practice..
Teachers are effective communicators with a repertoire of techniques to engage students, colleagues
and parents. - . .- S

Professional Engagement - -

‘Teachers. 'con’tl'nuously reflect on, ‘evaluate and. i'r’npr'oye their ‘p‘rof‘e's's‘ional knoWledge and pract'i’ce
They.engage in professional |earn|ng both |nd|V|duaIIy and colleglally to support and enhance their .
knowledge and practlce '

They support the learning and wellbelng of students and colleagues by contrlbutmg to the school
wider school community and the professnon

'Standards S

_ -Standards |dent|fy what teachers should know and be able to do Teachers demonstratlon of the
“standards will reflect their teachlng context and environment: and the Iearnlng requirements of the
students they teach, ' : : : '

’ Descrlptors

.Descrlptors are elaboratlons of each standard. They also provrde a.continuum of professronal
" expertise throughout teachers’ careers. They are identifiable.components of standards. Together
- they describe how teachers can demonstrate each standard. They outline the professional.actions
teachers engage in as they apply thelr professional. knowledge, skills and attrlbutes to their specrflc
contexts : :




Levels of professuonal capablllty

“Expertise in teachlng develops with professmnal Iearnlng, feedback and reflection. Standards related _
to level of expertise articulate what the profession believes its members attain. Professional
- recognition " and “accreditation can provide powerful incentives for all teachers to engage in
professional Iearmng that will help them meet hlgh teaching standards,

There are four levels of professional expertlse that teachers can achieve and use as a basns to plan and
evaluate their professional learning and practice. All teachers must demonstrate that they meet the
standards at a Graduate and Proficient  level. Teachers may achieve -accreditation at Highly
Accompllshed and Lead Teacher Ievels

eﬁcnptors ., .
5 - ngh'y AC‘Q

0

""{)omains

Quality
Teaching

Figure 1: The National Professional Standards Framework
Graduate Teachers

Graduate Teachers have approved qualifications and have met all requirements for employment as
provisionally registered teachers. They possess the knowledge, skills, values-and attitudes to plan for -
and manage successful learning.. They have high expectatlons of themselves as professaonal learners
andof the|r students as Iearners :

Graduate Teachers have. the commitment, enthusiasm and interpersonal. attributes to assume a
professional role within schools and the broader community, and to contribute to the operation of
their school as a whole. -




Prof:cnent Teachers

*Prof|C|ent Teachers demonstrate professmnal knowledge successful teachmg prac’uce and effectlve
engagement with the profession. They meet ‘the : fundamental professional standards of the
profession. They are members.of a professmnal communlty and mteract effectlvely wnth co||eagues _
‘students and parents/caregwers

'Highly Accomplished Teachers

Highly Accomplished Teachers are recognised by others as accompllshed because they: have a-detailed
and continually developing knowledge of content, pedagogy and students and are able to apply this to
- maximise learning. They find ways to work coIIaboratlvely with their coIIeagues, parents and
community groups and engage them in supporting student learning and well-being: They make a
positive _c_ontribution to their professional community.

Lead Teachers

Lead Teachers:- are outstanding teachers who have expert and current - knowledge of content
‘pedagogy and factors that affect student learning and use it to enhance the quallty of teaching and
learning. They have professional and personal attributes that enable them to influence others:to
improve their practice. They successfully lead. initiatives. that make a positive contribution to the
quality of teaching and learning and well-being in their schools and- professwnal commumty They
foster and sustain a range of productive professional relationships. - ' '
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'APPENDIX 1: CHARTER FOR THE AUSTRALIAN TEACHING PROFESSION 3

‘This charter sets out the values and commitments shared by members of the Australian teaching:
 profession. : : s - :

Teachers believe in the power of education to make a difference to the lives of individuals and to
society. We are committed to giving students the best education-possible-for them to lead fulfilling,
purposeful and productive lives. We bring to the role h|gh Ievels of professmnal knowledge, expertlse
and ethical commitment,

Teaching | , | | »
Teachers set high standards for every student and respond to individuals needs. We challenge
- students to set demanding goals for themselves and to make a contribution to others.

We provide a'stimulating learning environment. We create schools that welcome students and
foster the. -development of values, so that all students, whatever theirpersonal circumstances, can .
partlclpate and thrive. We provide experlences that engage each student [3 capacrty to Iearn

We inspire student to discover the joy of learning, drawing them into a world of knowledge, ldeas
and creatlwty Our amb|t|on for all is a lifelong engagement W|th lea rmng

The Professron

Our practlce reflects the essential balance between conservlng and renewmg what is, and
anticipating and burldlng what can be. We work in partnershlp W|th colleagues, famllles, other
'professionals and the wider community.

‘We take respon5|b|l|ty for the development and renewal of our professron We act to advance the '
quality and reputation of teaching through professional learning and reflection. SR

We are specialists in teaching and learning. We have expertise in student development, including
how young people gain knowledge; learn to think critically and dévelOp creativity. Thée teaching -
profession sets itself high standards. We act with judgement, mtegrlty and respect to build the trust
and confidence necessary for successful learnlng

% This Charter was developed by Teaching Australia after extenswe national discussion and consultation’ wrth the
teachmg professnon




