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Teacher Conditions Reforms

Extra hours for educators to undertake marking,
planning and assessment, are among several
reforms to public teachers’ working conditions,
handed down by the IRC last week.

These changes bring an end to the long-running
industrial relations dispute between the AEU and
the State Government over pay and working
conditions.

Other decisions by the IRC include:

o A guarantee that class sizes will not
increase - regardless of budgetary
changes or new school funding models.

o The establishment of a working party
between the AEU and State Government
to address the high level of casual and
contract employment, with the view of
increasing the number of permanent
teaching positions.

3 An additional school support officer for
every classroom that has students with
disabilities.

However, the issue of a government-proposed
funding model - which would allocate money per
student instead of per class - remains a separate
issue which will be resolved outside the
commission.

Details

This is the final Education Update for term

2 - it will return in term 3!

The State of School Canteens

A DECS survey has found many public school
canteens are being outsourced to local delis,
bakeries or other suppliers.

The survey of 327 schools and preschools
demonstrated:

. 59.6% of schools had a canteen run by
their governing council

. 30% used an alternative supplier (local
deli or bakery for special lunch orders)

o 10.4% had an outsourced canteen
supplier.

Concerns have been raised that without more
financial support, this will lead to many school
canteens either closing or being forced to
outsource. Canteen mangers are constantly
calling for more volunteers and equipment.

The survey also found that since the introduction
of the Rite Bite strategy in 2008, 95% of schools
had made ‘positive changes’ to the food or drinks
in their canteens.

Full Story

New Federal Education Minister

As everyone would already be aware, Julia
Gillard has now replaced Kevin Rudd as the new
Prime Minister of Australia.

After the initial shock and excitement, Ms Gillard
has now announced her new cabinet — with
minimal changes.

Simon Crean has been chosen to take over Ms
Gillard's portfolios of Education, Employment and
Workplace Relations. Mr Crean says he has an
open mind and has vowed to ensure that the BER
program delivers value for money.

More
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Teacher / Science Partnership

A national program that pairs scientists with
teachers in classrooms is growing and attracting
more interest - with more than 100 SA
partnerships established so far.

The program ‘Scientists in Schools’ is run by
CSIRO with federal government funding, and
aims to halt the decline of students studying
science and mathematics.

For example; Flinders University PhD student
Simona Carbone is paired with Isabelle Roberts
and her Year 2 class at Loreto College. Ms
Carbone comes up with experiments and
examples based on what the class is doing at
the time.

Scientists and teachers can learn a lot from
each other. Scientists may know more about the
concepts, but teachers know more about
children and how to connect on a level they
understand.

The program is open to graduates with honours
or higher degrees in science, engineering or
mathematics.

More
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Fear New SACE Wi Il | Be
Next year, year 12 students will be the first to
study and complete the new SACE, and both
students and teachers are anxious about the
rollout.

Students have raised concerns that they will be
“practised on”, and schools feel unprepared with
the introduction of new subjects and marking
system.

SA secondary Principals Association convenor
of human resourcing, Peter Mader, said just 1 in
3 schools were considering a new or adapted
timetable for year 12 students. While a number
of schools are taking the view ‘let’s just see how
next year pans out, then in 2012 we can put
something in place’.

The SACE Board said workshops would
continue throughout this year and the next to
provide professional development and support
for teachers to implement Stage 2 of the new
SACE.

Details

First Aid For All Ages

Through the CPR Help program, children as
young as 5 years old can be taught crucial first
aid and resuscitation skills.

Through the program, SA schools will now have
the opportunity to provide expert training to
children aged 5 -13 in how to act in an
emergency.

Age appropriate lessons will teach students
about phoning emergency services, rolling
someone into the recovery position and
administering basic CPR.
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