
 

 

Students Should Keep Options Open 
 
A leading careers expert believes students should 
not be pressured into choosing their career in 
high school, but instead be encouraged to keep 
their options open. 
 
RMIT program director for careers education and 
development, Michael Hastings, says ñparentsô 
expectations often drive children to think they 
need to choose a career earlyò - with the          
expectation that students are going to come out 
of year 10 and know what they are going to do 
with the rest of their lives. 
 
Mr Hastings added that the fast-paced evolution 
of technology would also have a major impact on 
career pathways now and in the future. 
 
He would like to see ñcareer development move 
towards the idea that students be equipped with 
skills that mean they can be whatever they want 
to be at any given timeò. 

 
Study now - decide later 

 
 

BER: Grants Paid Straight To Schools? 
 
After continually criticising the Federal            
Governmentôs $16billion BER stimulus program, 
the opposition says it could make savings in the 
program if it wins the next election.  
 
Opposition Education spokesman Christopher 
Pyne says the Coalition does not want to cut the 
program, but instead, wants to bypass state    
governments to give public schools the power 
over their projects. 
 
He says if the programs come in at a figure which 
leaves some money left over, they will negotiate 
with the school about whether the school can 
keep half or all of the surplus or give some back 
to the Government.  

 
Novel 
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Local Governance In South Australia 
 
This weeks education lift-out in óThe Advertiserô  
included a special double - page feature on         
Governing Councils in South Australia. 
 
Although by law, under the Education Act the 
school governing council has the authority,       
autonomy and resources to plan, staff and operate 
the school - in reality, Governing Councils have   
limited and declining scope to make any positive 
impact on the school. 
 
The feature included expert commentary from 
SAASSO, several academics and statements from 
both the Education Minister and Opposition        
Education Spokesman on whether Governing 
Councils should be given more authority (or at least 
the authority they are already supposed to have). 
 
The article also provided information on: 
 

The role of the Governing Council 
How a school should determine their strategic 
direction 
Data showing where Australia ranks compared 
to the rest of world in making decisions at the  
local school level 
Case Studies: Both positive and negative       
examples of the experience of volunteering on a 
Governing Council. 

 
Read the Article 
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Senior National óPoliticalô Curriculum  
 
As part of the new senior national curriculum, 
students will be taught about the formation of 
the Labor Party and union movement, but little 
about the struggle on the conservative side of 
politics. 
 
The education plan forms part of a draft national 
course - The Development of Australian Identity 
- to be rolled out next year.  
 
Students will also be asked to examine minutes 
from union meetings so they can better         
appreciate a óworkerô perspective. 
 
However, this has caused a backlash with the 
Federal Opposition and some conservative 
commentators - claiming the ACARA drafts 
force a progressive and skewed view of       
Australian politics onto students.  

 
More 

 
 
Expansion Plan For Adelaide High School 
 
Popular Adelaide High School has long      
struggled with overcrowding, which has 
prompted the State Government to pledge to 
build upon the current site. However, a parent 
has come up with another plan. 
 
Past Governing Council deputy chairman Peter 
Anargyros says a new campus could be built on 
park land behind Adelaide High School, and the 
current site turned into a car park for staff and 
students. 
 
He said he suggested the idea when the school 
was workshopping solutions with the           
Government. 

 
Full Story 

 
 
 

More Teachers To Be Made Permanent 
 
New Education Minister, Jay Weatherill, told 
óThe Advertiserô that he will be giving school          
principals the power to make more teachers 
permanent. 
 
The teacherôs union has been calling for this 
change to the system for several years. 
 
At present around 15% of teachers are         
employed on contracts to cover maternity and 
long-service leave. Most of these are young 
teachers. 
 
Mr Weatherill said as a result, teachers had to 
live with uncertainty about where they would be 
teaching.... 
 
ñI want to increase the proportion of permanent 
staff to provide more certainty to many of our 
teachers and at the same time rejuvenate the 
workforce by ensuring our best young teachers 
continue to forge careers in our public schoolsò. 

 
Full Permanence 

 
 
Childcare Funding 
 
190 national child care centres in                   
disadvantaged areas will be given a one-off 
grant of $20,000 for a range of facility            
improvements.  
 
Of that number, 25 SA centres will receive   
funding. 
 
The disadvantaged centres were chosen using 
ABS data on their level of socio-economic             
disadvantage. 

 
More 
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