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National Teacher Standards Consultation - Now Closed

The cornerstone of the Rudd Government’s Education Revolution
was to be improving teacher quality; the single greatest influence on
our children’s education.

New buildings, new computers (when they arrive), & new websites
are all well and good - but the key remains the quality of the teachers
in our schools.

A necessary first step to improving teacher quality is to set out
unambiguously and yet ambitiously, what standards we expect from
the men and women teaching our children....

On a completely unrelated topic, in February, the Rudd Government
released itsdraft6 Nat i on al Professi ona.l

Consultation closed last week and if you didn’t know, haven’t seen -
or even heard of - the Standards, you are not alone.

A precursor to a new performance pay model, aspirational national
standards, which set new benchmarks for skills and subject expertise
would have been a giant step toward improving teacher quality ... the
proposed Standards are instead a quantum leap sideways.

Sound and fury, signifying nothing
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Asian Languages In Australian Schools

The Federal Government has released four new
reports on the state of Asian languages (Chinese,
Japanese, Indonesian and Korean) in Australian
schools.

The reports show a decline in students studying
these languages, particularly at the secondary
level. In 2008, 18.6% of students studied one of
the languages, down from 24% in 2000.

State Governments have agreed to a target of at
least 12% of students exiting Year 12 by 2020
with a fluency in one of the languages, sufficient

e r dob engaging in trade and commerce in Asia and/

or university study.

More on why less are studying

SA ‘Behind’ In Digital Revolution

states in the
Government’s

SA languishes behind other
installation of the Federal
computers in classrooms program.

Schools in the federal electorates of Sturt and
Boothby have the lowest percentage in the nation
in terms of computers for secondary students.

The Advertiser has revealed that to meet the one
computer to every student target; almost 6700
computers are needed in Boothby. Just 539 or
8% had been installed as at April 21.

Sturt reportedly requires 7071 computers to
achieve the benchmark — with just 9.6% or 677
operational.

However, DECS claims SA is on track to meet the
program’s December 2011 deadline, with 30% of
computers installed so far, saying, ‘There have
been no significant issues with delivery and
installation.’

Lowest In The Country - Not An Issue

p -ssupporrting goverhing councils & state education

Fewer Teachers Under New Curriculum?

Teacher shortages may be worsened by the
introduction of the new English national
curriculum.

Responding to the R-10 draft curriculum, Flinders
University lecturer Lyn Wilkinson said prospective
teachers would be deterred from the workforce by
the complexity of the English course.

“Either young people will choose not to come into
teaching in the first place because they're aware
of the breadth and scope of the curriculum and
feel that it's too much for them to get a grasp of,
or they may well leave the profession in even
greater numbers than they already are” she said.

The South Australian English Teachers
Association said their main concerns were that
the content was also too complex.

Raise teacher standards by simplifying curriculum

School Chaplaincy Review

The National School Chaplaincy Program (NSCP)
started in 2006 to support schools establish or
expand school chaplaincy services. The objective
of pastoral care is to provide general personal
and spiritual advice as well as comfort and
support to students, their families and school
staff.

Last year, the Federal education department
(DEEWR), which administers the NSCP,
commenced a review of the program and began
collecting feedback from stakeholders.

A consultancy issues paper has now been
produced to provide a summary of feedback
received to date and identify key issues to be
explored.

Download the Issues Paper
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