
 

 

NAPLAN Debate 
 
Many aspects of the Education Revolution -
particularly anything pertaining to transparency 
and accountability of public schools - have       
divided Australia. 
 
The ongoing drama over the NAPLAN tests is no 
exception, with public opinion divided over the 
revelation of teachers cheating on the tests.      
Below are excerpts of the opposing viewpoints 
printed in The Advertiser this week. 
 
 
Hollow Claims Of Professionalism 
 
óRecent reports of teacher-condoned or instigated 
cheating, lack of supervision and other rorting of 
the NAPLAN process show these claims of     
professionalism for what they are - a shield      
behind which to shelter schools from community 
interference, and a camouflage for self-interest. 
 
For too long the so-called teaching profession has 
been insufficiently accountable.ô 
 
Full Letter 
 
 
Simplistic NAPLAN Solution Proves Nothing 
 
There are three things wrong with the NAPLAN 
test, it proves nothing, it proves nothing, and it 
proves nothing. 
 
It proves nothing in that it does not clearly identify 
what it is actually testing. In what way is it testing 
knowledge? 
 
It proves nothing in that it cannot gauge the     
effectiveness of any teaching practice. 
 
It proves nothing in that it asks nothing about 
what a school really needs. 
 
Full Letter 
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NAPLAN Woes Continue 
 
The NAPLAN tests may be over for the year, but 
the controversy continues. 
 
Last week a teacher at St Leonards Primary School 
was suspended after admitting to altering NAPLAN 
test results. The teacher has not explained why she 
altered the answers, and the students will be      
required to re-sit the tests. 
 
This week, it is alleged that inappropriate help was 
given to students taking the NAPLAN tests at  
Elizabeth Vale Primary School, and another        
allegation involving Rostrevor College, claims a 
class was given advance notice of a test topic. Staff 
have been stood down pending investigations. 
 
Interstate reports allege students were asked to 
stay home on test days to avoid lowering the 
school's averages, children were unsupervised and 
able to change answers, and the test was leaked. 
 
Despite these incidents, Education Minister Jay 
Weatherill has already ruled out a wider              
investigation, maintaining his faith in the 
"professional integrity" of teachers.  
 
However, opposition spokesman David Pisoni is 
demanding a state wide investigation saying, "The 
minister can't stand in front of parents and         
guarantee these are isolated incidents". 
 
What Must The Kids 
Be Learning? 
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Too Much To Teach 
 
Complaints over the óovercrowdedô new national        
curriculum have forced ACARA to revise its first 
draft. 
 
The first four core subjects presented were: 

English 
Maths 
Science 
History 

 
Specific elements to be cut have not yet been 
identified. But ACARA CE Dr Peter Hill said  
science and history had been singled out as 
problem areas. 
 
The Australian Primary Principals Association 
said "overcrowding has always been a huge 
problem for the primary sectorò. 
 
However, Glenunga International High School, 
which is one of 15 SA schools  trialling the new 
curriculum, did not feel the amount of course 
work was too difficult to manage. 
 
Less Science - Thatôs The Solution! 

 
 

My School Delay 
 
Updating the My School website with promised 
financial data could be delayed due to a     
struggle in sourcing the information. 
 
The head of ACARA Dr Peter Hill states a óhuge 
amount of workô must be done to source     
comparable data from the Government,         
Independent and Catholic sectors. 
 
Differences such as government schools     
working to financial years, versus the non-
government sector being based on calendar 
years, were causing problems. ñThere is a    
remote possibility it wonôt be ready.ò he said. 
 
Details 

National Senior Secondary Curriculum 
 
Last week, the first draft of the national senior 
secondary Australian Curriculum was released.  
 
The subjects English, Maths, Science and     
History will be available for public consultation 
until 30 July 2010. 
 
Practical literacy and numeracy and emphasis 
on workplace skills are the focus of the core 
English and Maths subjects under the new    
curriculum for year 11 & 12ôs.  
 
Some aspects include learning about mobile 
phone contracts and credit cards, and writing 
resumes. 
 
However, in SA, high school teachers are only 
just starting to roll out the new SACE, which 
was introduced into schools last year.  
 
SA Secondary Principals Association President 
Jim Davies said ñat some stage there will be a 
sense of the merging of the two, but when that 
occurs, the benefits of the new SACE should 
not be lostò. 
 
Science Out - Introduction To Phone Contracts In 
 
 

Early Career Assistance 
 
Career counselling is beginning to be offered to 
younger high school students, providing them 
with an earlier head start in planning for their 
future. 
 
Career guidance was traditionally given to Year 
11 & 12 students, but children as young as 13 
are now being tested, given information and  
encouraged to plan their future employment  
options. 
 
More 

SAõs peak parent body - supporting governing councils & state education  
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