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The United Kingdom’s full service extended schools
initiative supports the development in every local
authority area of one or more schools which provide a
comprehensive range of services on a single site. These
include access to the health services, adult learning and
community activities, as well as study support and 8am
to 6pm ‘wrap around’ childcare.

4. Improved transitions from schools to further skills
The final aspect of this stage of the revolution encompasses
the much-publicised VET and TAFE programs for upper
secondary schools; which fits with South Australia’s New
SACE. By making upper secondary years more flexible and
relevant to students career aspirations, a greater proportion
of at risk students will complete year 12 – the benefits of
which are undeniable.

Transparency and Accountability
All Australians have a right to expect governments to
be accountable for the programs and services they
provide.

This is impossible to argue and in itself, justification enough
for transparency in public education. However, the Red
Paper offers further, practical support for this new level of
accountability.

Clear accountability helps create a learning environment
that encourages innovation and excellence from
school leaders, teachers and students. It also means
that students, parents and teachers have the evidence
they need to make informed choices.

There is good evidence … from the OECD’s Program
for International Student Assessment (PISA) that the
publication of school-level test scores tends to improve
the performance of all schools.

The Red Paper promises an open and accountable education
system:

The Australian Government has made clear
commitments to provide a more robust and open
picture of school and student performance in this
country, and to ensure that this is easily comprehended
by parents and the community.

Parents are entitled to honest judgements about how
students are progressing at school, and without this
clear communication, learning cannot be effective.

Schools should also be able to provide information,
on an annual basis, on student characteristics and

backgrounds, student outcomes, especially literacy
and numeracy achievement, the level of student
attendance, income and funding sources, and
satisfaction of parents, student and teaches.

Being explicit about how schools perform against
other ‘like schools’ serving comparable student
groups, and about the value that they add through
improvement over time, is essential to building a
system in which effort and resources are directed to the
needs of every learner.

Greater transparency and accountability is the only
way to help us move beyond an education debate that,
until now, has overwhelmingly focussed on inputs
rather than student outcomes and has been run along
sectoral lines.

So, there it is. The Education Revolution Red Paper – what
does it propose:

That education is absolutely vital to the future of our nation
and to the quality of life our children will enjoy.

That education standards have slipped in Australia; that we
need to focus on the basics; that more must be done to keep
Indigenous Australians and those from low SES areas in
school; that students shouldn’t move through the year levels
without actually learning; that more students need to finish
school.

That achieving these goals can only be done by:

1. Raising the standard of teaching – through attracting the
best quality candidates; through performance pay;
through effective performance management systems that
includes removing low-performing teachers.

2. Changing how we think of schools – by creating schools
that go beyond traditional teacher/classroom learning; to
include non-teaching professionals; embracing student
wellbeing as well as academic achievement; to develop
full service model schools that work with parents and
the local community to deliver a full range of services
beyond traditional education, such as health care, adult
learning and community activities.

3. Transparency and Accountability - which enables
informed decision making by parents, educators and
governments; which is proven to improve performance of
schools; and focuses us all on student outcomes rather
than inputs.

On reflection, it’s less revolution and more Education
Evolution … and leaves you wondering, ‘Why hasn’t this
happened before now?’




