
 

 

Students Move From Public To Private  
 
A growing number of parents are sending their 
children to private schools. Figures from the  
Auditor-General reveal enrolments in private 
schools increased by almost 500 from 88,618 in 
February 2008 to 89,114 in February 2009. Over 
the same period, enrolments in state schools 
dropped by 846 from 161,986 to 161,140. 
 
The teacher’s union and state opposition believe 
parents are moving away from public schools  
because of a continual lack of funding and       
suitable options in their zoned areas. 
 
More 

 
 

Teacher Dispute Close To Resolution? 
 
After nearly two years, the dispute between the 
teacher’s union and the State Government may 
be nearing an end.  
 
It’s reported that the final pieces of evidence were 
presented last week and final submissions for  
arbitration are set to be heard in the IRC within 
the next week – with a decision expected at the 
end of the year. 
 
In 2010 it will be time to start preparing for the 
next agreement.... 
 
Itôs Groundhog Day 

 
 
 

Start Of Year 12 Exams 
 
Yesterday, students sat language exams in     
Arabic, Indonesian and Korean and background 
speaker exams in Tamil, Serbian, Croatian and 
Portuguese. Today, students will sit the Japanese 
speakers’ exam, with Spanish on the agenda for 
Thursday. 
 
Good Luck 
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National Solar Schools Stopped 
 
The Federal Government’s ‘National Solar 
Schools Program’ has been suspended.  
 
A notice on the website simply said "the     
National Solar Schools Program has been 
suspended to any new claims in 2009-10. 
 
1300 schools had been approved under the 
program last year and 500 had already been 
approved this year – while another 700 were 
"still in the pipeline for assessment". 
 
Under the program, schools received up to 
$50,000 for solar power systems, or energy 
efficiency items such as lighting, fans, or   
awnings. Also eligible were: 
 

rainwater tanks 
small wind turbines 
small hydro power generators 
Skylights. 

 
More ... or rather, no more 
 
 

 
 
 

School Budgets Revealed 
 

Last week, South Australian public schools 
received their budgets for 2010 - with funding          
remaining static.  
 
The teacher’s union, principals and state    
opposition say resources have remained    
unchanged, despite increasing costs in 
schools. 
 
Education Minister Jane Lomax-Smith        
has also revealed that the new funding model 
would not be implemented next year, as 
planned - blaming the ongoing dispute with 
the teacher’s union. 
 
Costs go up - government pays the same 
 
 

Materials And Services Fee 
 

More than 100 public schools have increased   
material and services fees above the standard 
level in the past year, according to FOI     
documents. 
 
Family First MLC Robert Brokenshire said the   
figures proved there was a $90 million      
shortfall in public education. The AEU         
believes all schools were feeling the pinch, but 
not all parents can afford to pay for the       
increasing amounts. 
 
 

Meanwhile, DECS has announced the fees for 
2010. 
 

Primary School Fee increases to $197 
Secondary School Fee increases to $263 

 
Costs go up - parents pay more 
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SAõs peak parent body - supporting governing councils & state education  

School Post - Term 4 Edition 
 

The last School Post for the year hits your 
schools this week.  
 

 
This issue contains fact sheets on key findings of 
the 2009 OECD ‘Education At A Glance’ report. 
See how Australia compares to the rest of the 
world in areas such as: 
 

class size 
teacher pay 
private vs. public enrolments 
time spent teaching the basics 
decisions made at the local level. 

 
Other features include: 
 
the WA Governments ambitious ‘Independent 
Publics Schools’ initiative 
the final tally of BER projects for SA 
the ‘Rewarding Teacher Quality’ report,       
recently endorsed by the State & Federal    
Governments 
the growing number of special needs children 
in our schools. 
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