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‘Punish’ the unfit teachers
XANTHE KLEINIG
EDUCATION REPORTER

TEACHERS behaving inap-
propriately should be ‘‘severely’’
dealt with, a state parents’ group
recommends.

The group argues in some cases
warnings from the Education De-
partment are insufficient.

Child pornography, sexual
abuse, alcoholism and fighting
with students are among a list of
39 complaints made against
public-school teachers this year.

Two teachers were sacked – one

for assault and another for sexual
offences perpetrated in the
teacher’s own family – while six
were formally warned and re-
turned to the classroom.

Three others – a teacher who
was over-familiar with a student,
another accused of ‘‘physically
handling’’ pupils and one arrested
for disorderly behaviour – were
counselled.

South Australian Association of
State School Organisations
executive director David Knuckey
said teachers should be ‘‘severely’’
dealt with.

‘‘I don’t think where an inappro-
priate relationship with a student
is proven that a warning is suf-
ficient to deal with such a gross
transgression of responsibility,’’
he said.

‘‘Teachers have an incredible
responsibility to the children in
their care.’’

The Education Department’s
‘‘first and foremost priority has to
be the welfare of the children’’, Mr
Knuckey said.

Allegations made against staff
in public schools – including prin-
cipals and pre-school directors –

obtained by The Advertiser under
Freedom of Information laws
include:

INDECENT assault of a child.
SEXUAL relations with a pupil.
ALTERCATIONS with some

students.
INCAPACITY as a teacher be-

cause of mental illness.
Education Minister Jane

Lomax-Smith said in an emailed
statement: ‘‘I expect the depart-
ment to treat every allegation
seriously and take appropriate ac-
tion based on evidence.’’

Twenty of the 39 allegations in

the year to September are still
under investigation by staff in the
‘‘overworked’’ special investi-
gations unit, prompting the Aust-
ralian Education Union to call for
more staff.

Teachers suffered even if they
were proved innocent, said AEU
state president Andrew Gohl.

Last year there were 43 alle-
gations, an average of one for each
school week.

Opposition education spokes-
man Iain Evans said he had ‘‘con-
fidence’’ offences committed in
schools were reported.

speedcameras
SELECTED LOCATIONS OF 
POLICE SPEED CAMERAS TODAY

Dequettevile Tce, Glen Osmond Rd and South Tce,
Adelaide; Mount Barker Rd, Aldgate; Dashwood
Rd, Beaumont; Greenhill Rd, Burnside; Piccadilly
Rd, Crafers; Waverley Ridge Rd, Crafers West;
Hallett Rd, Erindale; Mount Barker Rd and Pine
Ave, Hahndorf; Longwood Rd, Heathfield;
Portrush Rd, Linden Park; Junction Rd and North
Tce, Littlehampton; Payneham Rd, Glynde; Lower
Portrush Rd, Marden; Alexandrina Rd and
Wellington Rd, Mount Barker; Adelaide Rd and
South Eastern Fwy, Murray Bridge; Stradbroke
Rd, Newton; Jeffcott St and Park Tce, North
Adelaide; Osmond Tce, Norwood; Onkaparinga
Valley Road, Oakbank; Piccadilly Rd, Piccadilly;
Mount Barker Rd, Stirling; Glynburn Rd,
Tranmere; Onkaparinga Valley Road, Verdun.

This week
Dean Dr, Nookamka Tce and Sturt Hwy, Barmera;
Bookpurnong Rd, Kay Ave, McGilton Rd,
Riverview Dr and Sturt Hwy, Berri; Sturt Hwy,
Blanchetown; Morgan Rd, Cadell; Loxton-
Moorook Rd, Paruna Rd and Tobruk Tce, Loxton;
Sturt Hwy, Monash; Loxton Rd, Moorook; Cadell
Rd and Goyder Hwy, Morgan; Fifteenth St, Ontario
St, Patey Dr, Ral Ral Ave, Renmark Ave and Sturt
Hwy, Renmark.

Fatalities so far this year: 118.
Fatalities to the same time last year: 112.
Fatalities December 2006: 10.
Fatalities December 2007: 7.
This information is provided by The Advertiser and SA Police
in the interests of road safety.

No conflict
of interest

for minister

Penny Wong

LAURA ANDERSON
CANBERRA

N E W C l i m a t e
Change M i n i st e r
Penny Wong will re-
sign her membership
of an education as-
sociation, to prevent
any conflict under
Labor’s new Minis-
t e r i a l C o d e o f
Conduct.

Under Prime Min-
ister Kevin Rudd’s
new code, ministers
will be required to di-
vest themselves of all
shareholdings.

The exceptions will
be investment ve-
h i c l e s s u c h a s
broadly diversified
s u p e r a n n u a t i o n
funds or publicly
listed managed or
trust arrangements.

Ministers also will
be required to resign
directorships, pre-
vent any conflict with
their public duties
and withdraw from
any pro fe ss i o na l
practice or manage-
m e n t o f a n y
businesses.

Senator Wong has
decided to resign her
membership of the

Progress ive Lef t
Education Associ-
ation despite her in-
volvement with the
group being unlikely
to breach any rule
under the code. She
is in the process of
updating the Regis-
ter of Senators’ In-
terests.

Senator Wong also
has listed a trust,
Wong Nominees P/L,
on the Senate Regis-
ter. A spokeswoman
for Senator Wong
said advice had been
sought on the Wong
Family Trust.

‘‘Senator Wong has
no pecuniary or fidu-
ciary interest in the
trust, and no control
over it,’’ she said.


